
Finding true wisdom 

STUDY SERIES FROM 1 CORINTHIANS  









 

“Perhaps no city in the Empire offered so 
congenial an atmosphere for individual  
and corporate advancement” 



A letter to challenge and correct 
  



Opening lines                           Identity … 
 

  

 All about Christ Jesus 



Chapter 4 

 Apostles as models of wisdom 



Identity is crucial 

◦Servants of Christ 
 

◦Fools for Christ 



Servants of Christ 
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Servants of Christ 
oServants not master (v1a) 

oEntrusted with gospel (v1b) 

oMust prove faithful (v2) 

oOnly reliable judgement is from God (v3-5) 

oHumble recipients so boasting is ridiculous (v6-7) 

 



Fools for Christ 
  

  

  



Fools for Christ 
oRelinquish honour (v8-10) -  honour Christ 
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Fools for Christ 
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Fools for Christ 
oRelinquish honour (v8-10) -  honour Christ 

oEndure hardships (v11-12)- persevere 

oStatus “un-liked”(v13)  - scum and refuse 

o“Imitate me”(v16) - life in Christ 
  

  

  

  



The Apostles point to Jesus Christ 
 Philippians 2:5-11 

 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, …  And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 

  



Fools for Christ 
oRelinquish honour (v8-10) -  honour Christ 

oEndure hardships (v11-12)- persevere 

oStatus “un-liked”(v13)  - scum and refuse 

o“Imitate me”(v16) - life in Christ 

oBuild God’s Kingdom (v20) - wisdom and power of cross 
  

  

  

  



What is our response?  

  

  

 Servant & Fool 



What is our response? Servant & Fool 
 Identity … 
  



What is our response? 
 Identity … 

 Faithfulness with the gospel  … 
  



What is our response? 
 Identity … 

 Faithfulness with the gospel  … 

 Things we put pride in … 
  



What is our response? 
 Identity … 

 Faithfulness with the gospel  … 

 Things we put pride in … 

 Perseverance in hard times … 
  



Spiritual wisdom and power is found in 
Christ crucified 
 


